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1999 SHEPARD ROAD—SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55116 
Phone 698-0831 (612) 


June 3, 1966 


Dear Friend: 


We are enclosing a proof of the revised National Pork Producer Poll ballot. 
Thanks to the help of more than 90 persons from 10 states attending the 
emergency National Council meeting May 25 at Moline, Illinois and the mailed- 
in ballots from many others who couldn't get to the meeting, we found many 
unclear points as well as places where conflicting votes were being cast. 





We hope the enclosed draft, this time in type and all on one page, solves 
the problems we found. You'll note a shortened version, and the space will 
indicate to you the necessity for the shortening. 


Shall we try test-voting again--just to be sure you can vote without doubt, 
and we could tabulate without confusion on exactly what you want? Do so, 

if you can spare the time now; of course, just a test still looking for "bugs" 
in the wording. : 


The four general questions, in larger type, will be printed over a tint block, 
probably a light red, so they'll stand out more than ever. In this proof, 
we skipped the expense of the second "color" run through the press. 


Those of you who were crowded too much with work to make the trip to Moline 
will be interested in a brief news report on what happened, besides the ballot 
revision work that took a couple of hours. 


Facing the No. 2 job of the day: Louis Dyson, Illinois Pork Producer president, 
outlined the Illinois plans to get out a full vote on the ballot. They in- 
clude publicity committees, feed dealers, county associations, help of Exten- 
sion county staff in counties where pork producers are not organized, Vo-ag 
instructors in holding discussion meetings, scouting groups at the close of 

the fall campaign. Leo Lucas, secretary of the Nebraska Swine Council, said 
his state now has nine area associations, rather than county associations, 

will use this organization, plus the state-wide pork promotion committee which 
includes all segments of the industry, plus radio, TV and press representatives. 
In this committee structure, there's a pork promotion chairman in every county, 
who will be used to make contact in every county. 


Throughout the day there was a growing sense of excitement, an enthusiasm that 
now the producer groups had a project that would get a tremendous amount of 
help from individual producers, Porkettes, friends in the industry . . that 
the big story of what producers want to do could be expressed. 


"This is the best chance we've ever had" was the theme of several delegates 
who spoke---Bob Seerley of South Dakota State University, Jasper DeVore of 
Kansas, Wilbur Plager and others. The match to the fire was supplied by 
Roy Keppy, who expressed as only Roy can, his feeling of urgency that they 
make this meeting different than all the others ., that something actually 
happens after every one went home. 





He urged all of them to follow Bernard Collins' plea and conviction that 
the full program "will take money to get it off the ground" so "I instruct- 
ed my hog buyer to send the sale receipts from three hogs" to the get-ready 
fund. Bernard wrote that "I'm convinced that it's time to stand up and be 
counted before time runs out, and I hope other producers will put their 
money where their mouth is." 


Roy Keppy asked producers to build the get-ready fund, put a full-time execu- 
tive secretary on the job right now to help all the states get organized 

for the ballot campaign, strengthen existing programs, and to use on a part- 
time basis the talents of Dan Murphy, public relations and communications 
specialist, who has helped get the present poll program going. 





That started it. Within 15 minutes sixteen producers turned in checks of 
$100 each, one contributed $50 and another $30, and it took another ten 
minutes for the five breed secretaries present to hold a fast emergency meet- 
ing of their National Association of Swine Records and vote $1,000 to the 
fund from a dormant fund in their association. 


The goal discussed was $30,000 to $40,000, which can be achieved in short 
order if there are 300 to 400 producers who have the convictions expressed 
at the meeting. Checks are going to National Pork Producers Council, W.E. 


Smith, Nelson, Missouri. The Collins check of $132.28 sent to the National 
Hog Farmer was endorsed to the Council fund. 


On a motion, by Lindell Loveless of Shipman, Illinois, the 90-plus delegates 
voted unanimously to recommend to the National Council that the executive 
committee hire Rolland ''Pig'' Paul of Des Moines, now the executive secretary 
of the Iowa Pork Producers. The Council will be holding a semi-annual ses- 
sion at St. Louis, Missouri on June 17. 


Producers wanting to invest the price of one or two market hogs "to put the 
producer council in high gear" should send their investment to Nelson, Missouri 
early enough that Gene Smith can carry all "the stand up and be counted" deci- 
sions to the meeting. : 

We didn't take time at Moline to collect ballots there, but 35 mailed to the 
National Hog Farmer showed this enthusiasm on the rate of set-aside: 3 cents, 

2 votes; 5 cents, 12 votes; 7 cents, 2 votes; 10 cents, 14 votes; 20 cents, 

5 votes. A man sitting beside me at Moline, as he wrote out a check for $100 
said, "This isn't as much as I would have contributed if we'd had a 5-cent 
checkoff this year." 


Thanks for your help! 
Sincerely, 


“et? 
C. R. Mitchell 
Editor 


